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Dear Residents and Neighbors,

As we start the month of June, each of you have 
already received a letter detailing the closure of the 
Walton Hills Ford Stamping Plant. We all learn to 
navigate changes in our daily lives, but this transition 
will be one that we will persevere together. We must 
capitalize on the amenities in our Village and all of the 
tangible assets that will come from the redevelopment 
of the Ford plant. Our Village Council and the chief 
administrators in the Village Hall have worked diligently 
to prepare for this; we have asked you to trust us and 
we have demonstrated that trust tenfold. 

I would like to provide Geauga Lake Amusement Park 
as an example. This park has been closed and vacant 
since 2007. Just recently the zoning regulations were 
changed in that community and finally, seven years 
after its closure, that property has become a hot bed 
of activity. The Ford plant has not yet closed and the 

Village has already started the process of changing the 
zoning from industrial to multi-use, which will attract a 
multitude of prospective developers or businesses. We 
believe in being proactive rather than reactive to this 
situation; we are in the process of applying for grants 
and are exploring every opportunity available to start 
the course of redeveloping the entire property. We have 
enjoyed many years of great success with the Ford 
plant and it has been the anchor of our community.
But the transition we have been anticipating for so
long is finally upon us and it is time to move forward 
and forge new, lasting relationships. 

I strive to be transparent and honest with the residents 
of Walton Hills. Your government should be an open 
book and accountable to all. Once again, I want to 
stress that my door is always open to any questions 
that residents may have. This is an ongoing dialogue 
with all residents to let them know what is going on 
in their community.  Our job is to serve you, to keep 
you informed, to be accountable, to provide a safe 
community for you and your family, and to continue to 
operate within the budget. I hope this is an enjoyable 
summer for everyone. 

Sincerely serving you, 

Kevin Hurst
Mayor/Safety and Economic Director, I.G.I.T.

A Barred Owl family took up residence on Orchard Hill Drive. Pictured is the 
baby owl. Barred Owls are best known as Hoot Owls for their distinctive call. 
Photo taken by resident Katie Iaconis, who is the assistant to Mayor Hurst. 
Katie also works in the Finance Department. 
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Harley-Davidson Motor Company is not endorsing, sponsoring, or otherwise affiliated with this promotion. 

©2014 Hard Rock International (USA), Inc. All rights reserved.

FOR FREE, CONFIDENTIAL HELP 24/7, CALL THE OHIO RESPONSIBLE GAMING HELPLINE AT 1.800.589.9966. 

10777 Northfield Road | Northfield, Ohio 44067 | 330.908.7625 | hrrocksinonorthfieldpark.com
facebook.com/hrrocksinonp | twitter.com/hrrocksinonp

WIN A PAIR OF HARLEY-DAVIDSON®  
MOTORCYCLES EVERY SUNDAY IN JUNE AT 6PM! 

Winner must be present to win. 
NORTHFIELD PARK

$150,000 
His & Hers 

motorcycle 
g i v e a w a y
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Kenn Thellmann, Chief of Police
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Meet Your Auxiliary Police Officers
In July of 2013, the Walton Hills Police Department started an Auxiliary Police Unit to assist with the day to day operations. Today we 
have ten (10) auxiliary officers that can be seen patrolling our streets in their black and white police units. The auxiliary officers have 
numerous duties that they perform, such as vacation checks, funeral escorts, court details, prisoner care, directing traffic, etc. Last month 
you were introduced to three of our auxiliary officers. We would like you to meet three more this month!

•	 Ralph Jaros is married with two
	 children, Mark (police officer) and  
	 Cassie (banquet marketing); 
•	 Lives in Twinsburg with his wife; 
•	 Enjoys home remodeling, carpentry
	 and home rehab; 
•	 Plays sax, guitar and bass guitar
	 with lead vocal accompaniment at 
	 fairs, weddings and clubs; 
•	 Member of Painesville Musicians
	 Union;
•	 Is also an auxiliary police officer
	 for the Solon and Oakwood Police 
	 Departments.

•	 Ken Jecmen served in the United
	 States Marine Corps for seven years – 
	 Sergeant, MP duty, 2nd Force Recon; 
•	 Worked 45 years in industrial sales; 
•	 Certified Marine Corps instructor in
	 martial arts; 20 years – Isakin-Ryu 
	 Karate; 
•	 Bedford Police Department Auxiliary
	 for 20 years (retired); 
•	 Assistant Bedford animal warden for
	 two years;
•	 Class 1 firearms dealer, 35 years; 
	 Class II for six years;
•	 Has lived in Walton Hills with his wife
	 for 40 years;
•	 Has two children;
•	 Has a dog-sitting business, Ken’s K-9
	 Kare, for 11 years.

•	 James Maddamma is a 1982 
	 graduate of Trinity High School;
•	 Works full-time for the Cleveland
	 Catholic Diocese at Calvary Cemetery, 
	 employed for 29 years; 
•	 Enjoys outdoors and watching sports;
•	 Enjoys vintage muscle cars and
	 concerts;
•	 Avid bowler;
•	 Lives in Maple Heights with his two
	 cats.

Cars through OVI Checkpoint (Rt. 8 ~ 4/25/14) 550 Seatbelt tickets 11

Drug law (abuse, marijuana, paraphernalia) 3 Speeding tickets 78

DUS - driving with a suspended license 18 Traffic stops 273

No driver’s license 12 Other miscellaneous citations 47

OVI - operating a vehicle impaired 2 Other misdemeanor citations/charges 5

April 2014 Police Department Statistics



Teen Abuse of Prescription Drugs
	 Next to marijuana, the most common drugs that teens abuse to get high are prescription and over-the-counter medications.  

	 OxyContin and Vicodin are the most commonly abused prescription drugs by teens.

	 Types of prescription drugs abused by teens:

•	 Cough and cold medications
•	 Steroids
•	 Pain killers
•	 Stimulants
•	 Tranquilizers
•	 Sedatives
•	 Diet pills
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	 Where teens get prescription drugs:

To help keep residents safe in their homes, the Oakwood Village Fire Department has provided the Village 
with smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors. Residents can request up to two smoke detectors
(no charge) and one carbon monoxide detector (for a reduced cost of $10). Upon request, all residents
will be asked to sign a waiver to obtain either detector.  Please stop by the Recreation and Community
Life Department between the hours of 9:30am and 4pm. The Department is closed on Fridays.

Joanne Podojil,  REALTOR® 
440.554.8808  Cell / Text 
J.podojil@kw.com 

 
It’s becoming a It’s becoming a It’s becoming a 
seller’s  seller’s  seller’s     
       Market!Market!  
  
        How much is your home worth ?How much is your home worth ?  

  Definition of a 
“Seller’s Market” 

 
A seller’s market is one in which there 
Are more buyers than homes for sale. 

Supply is less than demand! 
Higher prices result from this excess 

Of demand over supply. 

•	 47.3%	 Obtained from friend for free
•	 18.3%	 From one doctor
•	 10.2%	 Took from relative or friend
•	 10.0%	 Bought from friend or relative
•	 6.3%	 Some other way
•	 4.5%	 Bought from dealer or other stranger
•	 2.6%	 From more than one doctor
•	 .5%	 Stole from doctor’s office or hospital
•	 .1%	 Forged or fake prescription
•	 .1%	 Bought on internet

Help alleviate the problem of prescription drug abuse by properly disposing of unwanted and/or expired pills.  
Improper disposal of medicine presents both a public safety and an environmental hazard. Never flush 
prescription medication down the toilet or drain! These medications will reach streams, lakes, and our
drinking water supply. Some fish and amphibians exposed to waters contaminated by medications show
signs of developmental and reproductive problems.

Walton Hills has taken steps to alleviate this problem by taking part in the Cuyahoga County Prescription Drug 
Drop Box Program. The drug drop box is located in the lobby of the Village Hall to the left of the window to the 
Walton Hills Dispatch Center. Only pills are to be dropped off in the box; no needles or liquids will be accepted.

Carbon Monoxide and Smoke Detectors Available
at the Village Hall

A number of national studies and published reports indicate that the intentional abuse of prescription drugs, such as pain relievers, 
stimulants, sedatives and tranquilizers to get high is a growing concern – particularly in the United States. In fact, among young people 
ages 12-17, prescription drugs have become the second most abused illegal drug behind marijuana. Please be aware of this alarming 
problem and do your best to keep prescription drugs in your home properly secured.  

Source:
Crime in America
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Carol Stanoszek, Recreation Director       (440) 786-2964       stanoszekc@waltonhillsohio.gov
Mary Brenner, Recreation and Community Life Committee Chairwoman

June Recreation News

Event: 	 MEDINA STEAK AND SEAFOOD CO.
Date:	 Tuesday, June 3rd 
Time:	 Leave Village Hall at 10:30am
Site:	 Medina
Cost:	 The cost of your lunch
Note:	 Men only! 

Event:	 SENIOR GRILLING IN THE PARK
Date:	 Thursday, June 5th 
Time:	 11:15am
Site:	 T.G. Young Park
Cost:	 Please bring personal products such as  
	 soap, toothpaste, or deodorant for our  
	 food pantry
Note:	 Grilling at the park with the Village of  
	 Marymount! Sign up before May 29th by  
	 calling 440.786.2964.

Event:	 VILLAGE GARAGE SALE
Date:	 June 12th, 13th and 14th 
Time:	 9am to 4pm
Site: 	 Your garage!
Cost:	 $13.00 to have a sale
Note:	 Money goes to advertising.
	 Sign up by June 9th 

Event:	 PARKER PROGRAM
Date:	 Begins Monday, June 16th 
Time:	 10am
Site:	 T.G. Young Park
Cost:	 Don’t miss out on the fun! Ages 4-14;  
	 outdoor fun, field trips, swimming,  
	 bowling, crafts and sports.

Event:	 GERVASI VINEYARD
Date:	 Thursday, June 19th 
Time:	 Leave Village Hall 10am
Site:	 Canton
Cost:	 $2 plus the cost of your lunch
Note:	 We will be led through the process of  
	 making one of their wines, sample some  
	 wine and then lunch at the Piazza.
 

Event:	 SENIOR LUNCH
Date:	 Monday, June 23rd 
Time:	 11:15am
Site:	 Community Room
Cost:	 $5.00 
Note:	 Come and have a great lunch with  
	 neighbors and friends.
	 Call 440.786.2964 to sign up.

Event:	 CAROL’S BOOKWORMS
Date:	 Monday, June 23rd 
Time:	 7pm
Site:	 Community Room Library
Cost:	 Please bring a personal care product  
	 (deodorant, toothpaste, soap, etc.) for our  
	 Village food pantry
Note:	 Book to be announced.
	 Join book lovers talking about books!

VILLAGE GARAGE SALE
Thursday, June 12th, Friday, June 13th 

and Saturday, June 14th 
 9am – 4pm

Please send in or drop off a check in the amount of $13, payable to the “Village of Walton Hills,” in an envelope marked 
“Garage Sale.” Feel free to drop it in the white Village mailbox.  Please include your name, address, telephone number (will not 

be published) and a brief description of the items you will have available.

Deadline:  Monday, June 9th – strictly enforced! Pick up your garage sale sign at the Village Hall.
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Scouts Are Our Future Leaders

Councilwoman Gloria Terlosky, Chairwoman of Information Committee

Did you know that 181 of our NASA astronauts, male and female, 
were involved in Scouting? Many others involved in Scouting 
went on to graduate from West Point, the United States Air Force 
Academy, and the United States Naval Academy. Eighteen are 
current U.S. governors who participated in Scouting as a youth 
and/or adult volunteer. Says something about the organization, 
doesn’t it?

I recently attended the Troop 399 Court of Honor; I watched 
and listened with pride as these young boys received their merit 
badges. I learned they do more than help little old ladies get 
across the street! These Scouts are not hold up in their rooms 
sitting around tapping their thumbs on the newest electronic/
digital device, they are using their hands to develop skills in 
woodworking, plumbing, home improvement, welding and 
painting just to name a few. They are out of the house and into the 
outdoors building character that will open up doors for them in the 
future. They are learning to build a strong code of ethics, setting 
goals, social skills, strong relationships and what I feel is so 
important, building their self worth and usefulness. 

Every day you read or hear about some young person who has 
committed suicide; it is number two after car accidents as a 
leading cause of death in young teens. People who feel good 
about themselves do not take their own lives; instead they look 
forward to the future and living their lives. 

There are NO pants on the ground or bullying going on in this 

troop. They are dressed in a uniform. On the front of that uniform 
are merit badges for community involvement and skills they have 
achieved; they have respect for themselves and others. And when 
they shake hands, they shake with their left hand, because the 
left hand is closer to the heart. In 2012, the centennial year of the 
Eagle Scout Award, 57,976 Scouts earned the Eagle Scout rank, 
more than in any previous year. 

So what am I getting at, what am I trying to achieve with this 
article? I was hoping that maybe, just maybe, a parent or 
grandparent would use their financial resources, instead of 
purchasing the next new electronic/digital device for their son/
daughter, towards having them become involved in Scouting.

 It is always good to be PREPARED FOR LIFE.

Opportunity for Students Interested in
Politics and Government 

ATTENTION!!  Students entering the 7th through 12th grades, if you are interested in politics and how our 
government works and want to experience first hand writing legislation, please contact the Village Hall 
at 440.232.7800. The Hawthorne Valley Youth Council offers first hand opportunities in learning and 
influencing legislation. It's a great chance for you to make a difference and gain leadership skills.

K & K Meat Shoppe
6172 Dunham Road – Maple Heights (Turney-Dunham Shopping Plaza) 

216.662.2644      “Where Service & Quality Meat”       
Store Hours:  Monday – Friday 9am to 6pm; Saturday 9am to 5pm; Sunday 9am to 2pm

Owned and Operated by Walton Hills Resident Dennis J. Kolar, Jr. - Family Owned and Operated Since 1979
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Vic Nogalo, Fiscal Officer / Don Kolograf, Finance Committee Chairman

Fiscal Officer’s Report

This article was written with the assistance of Matthew 
Berkovitz, a graduating senior from Walsh Jesuit High 
School, who spent three weeks with me gaining real 
world experience in many aspects of finance as part of 
his “Senior Experience.” 

The State of Ohio’s website, http://tax.ohio.gov, publishes an 
interesting statistic illustrating a school district’s wealth by 
providing the average federal adjusted gross income (AGI) of 
individual tax filers who have filed a return within their respective 
school district. The statistics for tax year 2011 are the latest 
available online. Approximately 98% of income tax returns that 

were submitted to the State for tax year 2011 (April 15, 2012 
filing deadline) indicated a school district number. 

A total of 5,284,895 returns were filed with the State of Ohio 
averaging $66,744 per return. The table below illustrates tax 
information for all Cuyahoga County school districts and the 
25-year AGI difference from tax year 1986 to tax year 2011. The 
1986 AGI was adjusted utilizing a CPI deflator in order to offer 
a fairer comparison. The table also lists each school district’s 
average 2011 AGI rank amongst the 614 school districts in Ohio 
and the number of senior credits. It is interesting to note that, 
once again, Cuyahoga County possesses the 3rd highest and 2nd 
lowest school district based on the AGI in the State.

			   No. of	 1986		  1986	
		  No. of	 Senior	 AGI		  2011	 Ohio
	 No. of	 Personal	 Citizen	 CPI	 2011	 Percent	 AGI
School District	 Returns	 Exemptions	 Credits	 Deflator	 AGI	 Inc (Dec)	 RANK
BAY VILLAGE CSD	 7,782	 16,055	 1,531	 $77,022	 $99,245	 28.85%	 23

BEACHWOOD CSD	 5,898	 11,454	 1,846	 $101,531	 $118,809	 17.02%	 13

BEDFORD CSD	 13,974	 24,722	 2,378	 $44,188	 $39,701	 -10.15%	 505

BEREA CSD	 26,631	 47,936	 5,071	 $48,200	 $46,235	 -4.08%	 317

BRECKSVILLE-BROADVIEW HEIGHTS CSD	 14,096	 28,255	 2,555	 $63,446	 $88,773	 39.92%	 35

BROOKLYN CSD	 5,836	 10,245	 1,031	 $43,395	 $37,917	 -12.62%	 543

CHAGRIN FALLS EVSD	 5,151	 10,827	 1,139	 $90,715	 $156,185	 72.17%	 5

CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL S.D.	 145,653	 271,549	 14,671	 $36,179	 $33,869	 -6.38%	 596

CLEVELAND HTS-UNIVERSITY HTS CSD	 24,627	 46,297	 3,779	 $61,033	 $67,849	 11.17%	 68

CUYAHOGA HEIGHTS LSD	 2,594	 4,888	 417	 $50,887	 $52,134	 2.45%	 168

EAST CLEVELAND CSD	 6,736	 12,519	 1,103	 $35,569	 $29,101	 -18.18%	 613

EUCLID CSD	 21,331	 38,731	 3,101	 $44,201	 $37,436	 -15.31%	 554

FAIRVIEW PARK CSD	 8,830	 16,138	 1,649	 $62,298	 $57,390	 -7.88%	 113

GARFIELD HEIGHTS CSD	 11,832	 22,288	 1,533	 $41,981	 $36,909	 -12.08%	 566

INDEPENDENCE LSD	 3,880	 7,647	 814	 $57,206	 $74,476	 30.19%	 52

LAKEWOOD CSD	 25,812	 43,809	 2,648	 $49,500	 $48,468	 -2.09%	 259

MAPLE HEIGHTS CSD	 10,700	 19,837	 1,318	 $42,591	 $34,489	 -19.02%	 591

MAYFIELD CSD	 17,353	 31,895	 3,918	 $58,072	 $85,550	 47.32%	 40

NORTH OLMSTED CSD	 16,598	 31,123	 3,130	 $54,006	 $50,408	 -6.66%	 202

NORTH ROYALTON CSD	 19,321	 36,419	 3,113	 $54,818	 $65,958	 20.32%	 74

OLMSTED FALLS CSD	 12,018	 23,805	 1,964	 $52,499	 $58,700	 11.81%	 101

ORANGE CSD	 6,736	 14,029	 1,751	 $142,052	 $230,528	 62.28%	 3

PARMA CSD	 57,874	 104,763	 10,515	 $46,167	 $43,058	 -6.73%	 414

RICHMOND HEIGHTS LSD	 4,944	 8,822	 984	 $53,848	 $49,623	 -7.85%	 226

ROCKY RIVER CSD	 10,761	 20,333	 2,652	 $71,422	 $87,318	 22.26%	 36

SHAKER HEIGHTS CSD	 14,707	 29,451	 2,872	 $107,526	 $111,619	 3.81%	 19

SOLON CSD	 11,433	 25,229	 1,782	 $69,337	 $111,741	 61.16%	 18

SOUTH EUCLID-LYNDHURST CSD	 17,517	 32,035	 3,398	 $56,980	 $57,392	 0.72%	 112

STRONGSVILLE CSD	 23,165	 46,172	 4,278	 $64,397	 $69,978	 8.67%	 61

WARRENSVILLE HEIGHTS CSD	 6,192	 11,147	 1,234	 $44,496	 $37,517	 -15.68%	 551

WESTLAKE CSD	 17,128	 32,835	 3,445	 $76,887	 $101,568	 32.10%	 22
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Street Commissioner’s Report

Dan Stucky, Street Commissioner
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Help Local Streams: Protect Riparian Zones

We survived a long, cold winter and dreamed of the sunny, warm days of summertime. However, with the good weather comes the 
resurgence of the pesky mosquito. I am passing on an article from the Cuyahoga County Board of Health that deals with controlling 
mosquitoes. I hope you will find it useful. Enjoy the great outdoors!

CONTROLLING MOSQUITOES IN YOUR YARD & NEIGHBORHOOD
Mosquitoes can breed in many places around your yard including areas of standing water, unused tires, kiddie pools, and clogged gutters.  
Eliminating standing water will help to reduce the population of biting adult mosquitoes and allow you to better enjoy the outdoors this 
summer.

•	 Clean your gutters often to keep them flowing.

•	 Remove or properly store children’s toys that can collect water.

•	 Place the lids on your garbage cans to keep rain out.

•	 Maintain your ornamental pond or bird bath.

•	 Cover your rain barrel openings with screening.

•	 Store wheel barrows upside down or on end.

•	 Fill in low spots in your yard.

•	 Maintain your pool and keep stagnant water off the cover when not in use.

•	 Remove containers that may hold water (buckets, tires, etc.) from behind garages or sheds.

•	 Clean out any roadside or drainage ditches so that water can flow properly.

Following these tips will help prevent mosquitoes from living in your yard and also reduce the chances of your family becoming infected 
with a mosquito-borne disease. Visit the Board of Health website at www.ccbh.net for more information or call them at 216-201-2000 to 
discuss a mosquito problem.

Spring showers bring May flowers and often flooding, too. Stream 
bank flooding is a natural process that slows the flow of a stream, 
allows sediment, organic matter, and nutrients to be deposited, 
and promotes groundwater recharge. In natural stream systems, 
streams are able to flood over their banks into an area called the 
riparian zone. Healthy riparian zones are wide (25 to 300 feet) 
and have native plants, shrubs, and trees that 
help absorb water, nutrients and hold soil and 
debris in place. These natural controls help to 
maintain good water quality and habitats.

Urbanization and poor development practices 
have reduced the ability of streams to handle 
large rain events, resulting in more problematic 
flooding. These practices included increasing 
hard surfaces such as sidewalks, driveways 
and roads, building within the floodplain, 
removal of vegetation, and channeling of 
streams. Reducing these practices will help 
protect streams and lessen severe flooding.

One way that residents can help reduce the negative impacts of 
flooding is to support practices and policies that protect riparian 
areas. This includes landowners planting native plants, shrubs, 
and trees along stream corridors. Studies have shown that 
vegetated riparian zones can raise property values. If you are 
unable to plant along the stream, avoid mowing right up to the 

edge of the stream. Residents can also protect 
streams and reduce flooding issues by supporting 
riparian setback ordinances within their community.

To find out more about the benefits of vegetated 
riparian areas and how to help protect them, visit 
http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/aoc/cuyahoga/pdfs/
Riparianbrochure.pdf. For more information on
the Tinker’s Creek watershed visit:
www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org or contact
Babette at babette@tinkerscreekwatershed.org.
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Legislation Unanimously Approved
At the 5.20.14 Council Meeting

Council meeting minutes are available in their entirety on the Village website

Ordinance No. 2014-3 repeals and replaces Codified Ordinance 290.01 regarding the position of Magistrate.

Resolution No. 2014-18 approves the lot split of the Golden Glens Subdivision No. 2 on Egbert Road, confirming 

the action of the Planning Commission.

Resolution No. 2014-19 authorizes the preparation of bid specs and advertisement for the 2014 street striping 

program.

Resolution No. 2014-21 authorizes a contract with the Walton Hills Lake for the provision of recreation services 

for the benefit of Village residents for 2014 and 2015.

Resolution No. 2014-22 modifies the application for placement of farmland in an agricultural district for the 

property located at 7699 Dunham Road.

Our most sincere appreciation is extended to Carol James Florist, located at
451 Broadway Avenue in Bedford, for donating a beautiful floral arrangement for display 

in the Village Hall lobby every week.

Please patronize this wonderful florist!  Their phone number is 440.786.1811.

Thank You Carol James Florist

Annual Report Available on the Village Website

The 2013 Annual Report for the Village of Walton Hills can be viewed

or downloaded from the Village website.

If you would like a copy of the report, please contact the Village Hall.

New Contact Information for Councilman Linville

Councilman Denny Linville has a new home/cell phone number in case you need to 

contact him regarding any issue in the Village. His new number is 440.487.8083. 
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Spotlight on
Denny Harkai 
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One of the many threads in the fabric of our Village 

his life in the right direction. When 
Denny was 13, he and his friend were 
caught stealing pop bottles to obtain the 
deposit money from a local store. When 
his father found out, instead of getting 
mad, he drove his son and his friend 
down to the local golf course and told 
them if they wanted money, they would 
have to earn it. Denny caddied at the 
Canterbury Golf Course for seven years 
and has been working ever since. His 
next job was at a motor scooter shop 
fixing Lambretta motor scooters – he still 
has the one he bought in high school. He 
then attended the University of Cincinnati 
and majored in marketing and business 
administration. While away at school, he 
worked at Higbee’s department store and 
then became a fitness instructor. After his 
first daughter was born, he discovered he 
could make more money selling cookware, 
china, crystal, silverware, flatware, 
cutlery and lane cedar chests door to 
door, which he did for 25 years. He had 
his own business and his market was 
single working girls (one of his customers 
eventually became his wife Patty!) After he 
sold his business, he became the national 
sales manager for Inflatable Images for 
seven years. While dealing with inflatables

in a blizzard, he talked Garth Finch of 
the Carlisle & Finch Co. into giving him 
a job, and he became the company’s 
director of sales for yacht searchlights. 
His clients are yacht builders and 
system integrators. He annually attends 
boat shows in Monaco (September) 
and Fort Lauderdale (October). He 
loves his job and he never intends to 
retire!

Denny started bodybuilding in 1963. 
He competed for over 20 years, twice 
in the Mr. America contest. He won 26 
titles including Mr. Cleveland in 1964 
and Mr. Ohio Power in 1968. He no 
longer competes, because it involves 
too much training. In addition, winning

at the national level involves the use
of steroids, which he is adamantly 
opposed to and has never used. He still 
works out every day, and is halfway 
through his 52nd year of bodybuilding. 

Denny has been flying model airplanes 
since he was nine years old. He flew 
model airplanes at the national level for 
seven years. The instructor that taught him 
to fly was a five time national champion 
and a four time world champion. Denny 
never won nationals, but he was one of 
the top ten flyers in the country. He has 
been racing radio control cars since 1967, 
and was instrumental in the opening of the 
Walton Hills International Raceway at T.G. 
Young Park in 2011. Denny also enjoys 
riding his four motorcycles and four motor 
scooters, swimming, walking, and playing 
pool. He is a member of the Walton Hills 
Men’s Club and Walton Hills Lake.

Walton Hills will always be home to Denny 
and Patty. If they could move anywhere 
else in the world, they wouldn’t!

Denny and his family. Denny is seated at the 
table, second from the left. He is thrilled that 
his mother (seated next to him) is still enjoying 
life as she looks forward to her 97th birthday in 
October!

Denny Harkai has found the fountain 
of youth. What is his secret? Keep 
physically fit, continue to work, and
have lots of fun! Denny turned 71 on
April 12th and he would never think of 
slowing down. He is often seen riding
one of his eight motorcycles /
motorbikes to the Walton Hills Lake or 
through Bedford Reservation or racing
his radio control cars at the Walton
Hills International Raceway at T.G.
Young Park. 

Denny and his wife Patty moved into 
the Village in January of 2005. They 
had been looking for a house with a 
backyard that abutted the Metroparks
for over five years. While riding his
motorbike through the Village on one 
particularly lovely fall afternoon, Denny 
saw a “For Sale” sign in front of a house 
on Hickory Drive. He called Patty and told 
her that he just found their house. They 
looked at the house on a Sunday afternoon 
and they closed the deal on the following 
Tuesday. Denny would rather live at his 
home in Walton Hills than anyplace else 
in the world! He wouldn’t sell his home for 
$1 million. He might consider $2 million 
dollars, but he would have to find a place 
better than where he currently lives, which 
would be quite an undertaking. He loves 
having the park in his backyard and loves 
all of the animals that make their home 
in our peaceful village. He recently took a 
quiet break and appreciated the beauty of 
a fox for twenty minutes!

Denny is a member of the first class that 
graduated from Chanel High School in 
1961. He met Patty in the fall of 1977. 
He dated her on and off for 20 years. 
They were married in 1997. According 
to Denny, “she waited for me to become 
perfect!” Denny has two daughters, Debbie 
and Kimberly, and three grandchildren. 

Denny gives his father credit for pointing 
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June 2014

Women’s Exercise Class - Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:30pm in the Community Room

Mahjongg - Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1 to 4pm at the Walton Hills Church of Christ

Knit-Wits 2 Needles - Tuesdays from 1 to 3pm at the Walton Hills Church of Christ

Men’s Club Annual 
Meeting at Lake 
6pm

Historical Center 
Open 1-3pm &
7-8:30pm

Parker Program 
Begins 10am

 

Senior Lunch
11:15am

Carol’s Bookworms 
7pm 

Medina Steak & 
Seafood Co. Trip 
10:30am

COW Mtg. 6pm

COW Mtg. 6pm

Council Caucus/
Council Mtg. 6pm

Senior Grilling in 
the Park 11:15am

Mayor’s Court
4pm 

Village Garage
Sale 9am-4pm

Mayor’s Court
4pm 

Bedford Board
of Education Mtg 
6pm 

Mayor’s Court 4pm 

Gervasi Vinyard
Trip 10am

Mayor’s Court
4pm 

Meet Your
Neighbor Night
at Lake

Village Garage
Sale 9am-4pm

Lake Opening
Day

Village Garage
Sale 9am-4pm

Father’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast 
at Lake
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D O  Y O U  W A N T  T O  A G E  W E L L  A N D  B E  W E L L ?   

Join the club.

The Center for Healthy Aging at UH Bedford Medical Center, a campus of UH Regional Hospitals, 
is proud to introduce the Age Well Be Well membership club for older adults who want to learn 
new things, make new friends and, above all, maintain and improve their health.

The club is free to join and offers a wide variety of activities, special interest groups, health 
screenings, social gatherings and so much more! Customize your membership by choosing 
activities that match your lifestyle and spark your curiosity, including:

• Yoga • Songwriting workshops 
• Exercise classes  • Support groups 

Call today for an application. Once enrolled, we’ll send you an information packet in the mail 
including your exclusive membership card.  

For more information or to request an application, call 440-735-4200,  
option 2 and speak to our friendly membership coordinator, Lori Robinson.

440-735-4200  |  UHBedford.org  

44 Blaine Avenue
Bedford, Ohio 44146
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